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LETTER   XXV

Dresden, September 1.6th, 1786.

I SHALL say nothing particular to you yet of
this country, as you may suppose ; for who can
run and read ? Beside, I find the inconvenience
of having no credentials, and consequently have
not been able to speak with propriety on affairs,
except in very general and metaphorical terms.

Stuterheim, the minister for foreign affairs,
with whom I have dined, is said to be a very
well, a labyrinth of secrecy ; and it follows that
his subalterns are exceedingly reserved. The
ministers here rather give in their reports than
act. Give in their reports, is the consecrated
phrase. But I have been so well convinced, by
what I have seen under Frederick II., that the
King, who governs most himself, is so little the
master, and is so infinitely deceived, that I am
perfectly aware of the degree of credit which these
Court dicta deserve.

I have seen Alvensleben. Should he go to
France, I do not think he will live long; he isbe meant to place me, which must be meant if
